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This Week 


The NYC legit scene regained 
another house from TV. The Adelphi, 
152 W 54, seating 1400, which has been 
used by Dumont TV since 1949, will be 
available for theatre bookings after 
March 31, Damn Yankees may move 
there April 29, The last legit show at 
house was My Romance, a Shubert 
musical that closed Jan 8,1949. 


Plays 


New Girl in Town, the musical 
version of "Anna Christie", will debut 
at 46th St on May 9... Tunnel of Love 
opened with $550,000 advance and is 
printing tickets for rest of year...Lon- 
don revue For Amusement Only to be 
presented in NY in fall... Hide and 
Seek will skip NY previews and play 
in Wilmington and Washington instead 
and Juliet, Peter Ustinov's 
London comedy, will debut in NY in 
Sept with author in lead,..Liza, the 
Elsie Lee adaption of Faith Baldwin's 
novel, to open April 3. 


Players 


Angela Lansbury, Arthur Treacher, 
Vera Pearce, Douglas Byng share co-star 
billing with Bert Lahr in Hotel Paradiso 
..-Karl Malden to star in The Egghead, 
new play by Molly (Mrs, Elia) Kazan, due 
Sept 26...Ray Walston to star in national 
company of Damn Yankee March 18-May 4 . 


Playhouses 


Mark Hellinger Theatre sold by 
Anthony Farrell for $3 million. 


Calendar 


The Taming of the Shrew-Phoenix 
2/20 -5th Production of season is American 
Shakespeare Festival Theatre production 
with same cast as summer, Nina Foch, Per- 
nell Roberts... The Lady's Not for Burning- 
Carnegie Hall Playhouse 2/721. Earl & James 
present revival of Christopher Fry play. 
With Margaret Phillips, Henry Brandon... 
The Anatomist-Royal-65 E 4 2/26, -Manson 
Productions present 17th century English 
farce by Ravenscroft. 


Shakespeare Festivals 


Siobhan McKenna , Christopher Plum- 
mer to star in Twelfth Night at Ontario, Conn 
... Alfred Drake, Earle Hyman to play leads 
in Othello at Stratford, Conn... Directors 
and stars of Stratford, Conn. season to be 
guests of Feb 25 "Drama Desk," 


Other Broadways 


Long Day's Journey Into Night will 
be presented with NY cast at Paris Drama 
Festival July 1-6...New J B Priestley play 
to be premiered at Toronto Crest Theatre 
March 5, The Glass Cage... Anniversary 
Waltz opens April 2 at Grant Lee Theatre, 
Fort Lee, NJ. with Lawrence Hugo. House 
rented by Ludlum-Orner for 3 years, 


Theatre TV Notes 


Cedric Hardwicke to star in Shadow 
and Substance Mar 1 on NBC Matinee The- 
atre... Alfred Drake and Celeste Holm to 
star in Yeoman of Guard April 10 on NBC 
Hallmark, ,. First night party of First Gen- 
tleman to be covered on TV. .. Dorothy 
Stickney and Howard Lindsay to portray 
King and Queen on Cinderella March3l. 


ty CD 


Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


The Tunnel of Love- Royale 2/13. 2 pro notices-Herald Tribune and News- and 
5 mild cons filed on Peter DeVries-Joseph Fields adaption of Devries novel of Westport 
life, Theatre Guild production with Tom Ewell, Nancy Olson and Darren McGavin was 
directed by Fields. The pro notices, both on the mild side, each had minor reservations, 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, complimented the authors for having some of the funniest jokes 
heard onstage recently, but wished they had done some cutting. While Chapman, News, 
predicts show will be funnier when lines played faster and when actors don't wait for 
laughs. There was a wide range of opinion on the majority con side, Atkinson, T imes, 
marked the script off as a piece of hackwork, while Coleman, Mirror, thought subject 
of adoption is not one to be made fun of, though the script seemed better to ear than eye. 
McClain, Journal American, found it pretty thin stuff at the core that somehow should have 
been much funnier. The out-of-town success of show is a mystery to Watts, Post, for des- 
pite some bright lines and the valiant services of a good cast, it struck him as very common- 
place fooling. Just one more farce about one more wild oat that missed the satire poss- 
ibilities of the original novel, summed up Donnelley, World Telegram & Sun. Show opened 
with 79 benefits sold and an advance of $550,000. 


Holiday for Lovers-Longacre 2/14. 2 pro notices- Post and Journal American-and 
5 cons make up critical file for Ronald Alexander's new play presented and directed by 
Shepard Traube and starring Don Ameche in his dramatic play debut. Watts, Post, and 
McClain, Journal American, found the star charming. Former added that play is minor, 
but disarmingly likable, while latter added that play though corny is a good, engaging Am- 
erican type show. Warm, endearing and in good taste, McClain concluded. Negative view 
was that script was more a collection of gags than an attempt at a comedy for the theatre. 
Times aisle-sitter admitted that the reflex action gag school leaves him tired and a little 
frantic, It conceals an author's inability or unwillingness to get to work on a play. Kerr, 
Herald Tribune, blamed none of the actors who struggled to put spunk and sprightliness 
into play, Admitting with other colleagues that first night audience laughed heartily at 
gags, Coleman, Mirror, found plot tenuous and some of the acting overly vigorous, Donn- 
elly, WT&S, thinks comedy is flimsiest of minor comedies presented this season, The corn 
is really as high as a elephant's eye, noted Chapman, News, who is still picking it out of 
his teeth. 


Le Chien Du Jardinier-Winter Garden 2/18 Finale bill of Barrault-Renaud Reper- 
tory Company presented by S. Hurok drew split notices from reviewers, the first bill 
not to receive unanimous acclaim, Chapman, News, and Donnelley, WT&S, felt the George 
Nevaux' adaption of a Lope de Vega masterpiece was not as fine a play nor as fine a prod- 
uction as the other plays presented, Bracker, Times, cheered production as headlong, 
broad and relentlessly joyous, Final short act-piece Les Adieux was a collection of 
favorite speeches by company, and the critics agreed, a perfect way to say goodbye to NY. 


Doctor Faustus-Blackfriars 2/18. 2 pro notices-Times and Journal American- 
and one con notice- Post- accorded second Blackfriar production of season, One hour 
version of classic is on bill with Gheon's Parade at the Devil's Bridge. Calta, Times, 
thought 2 plays complement each other felicitously and are extremely well acted. Eminent- 
ly good off-Broadway entertainment, slick and professional, added McClain, Journal Am- 
erican, But Herridge, Post. thought Gheon production better than Doctor Faustus . French 
author's wit is delightful, his tone charming and the cast plays it that way. But in Faustus, 
stage becomes ponderous and lifeless, she fears. 
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Plays 


Janus with Googie Withers and John 
McCllum opens 6 week pre-London tour 
March ll... The Country Wife moved to 
the with Mar- 
garet Lockwood and Zachary Scott to de- 
but Feb 27 at Savoy... Double Image to 
move to St, James March 2... Visit To A 
Small Planet to be presented in London 
shortly... The Crystal Heart, musical 
with book and lyrics by William Archibald, 
music by Baldwin Bergersen, directed by 
Bill Butler, jeered at opening at Saville. 


Players 


Perlita Neilson raised to star bill- 
ing in Diary of Anne Frank... Hazel 
Bainbridge, Michael Barrington, Valerie 
Hermanni, Dorothy Primrose added to 
Salad Days cast. 


Club Theatres 


Oxford Playhouse to premiere 
Anouih's Medea, to be followed by 
Andre Obey's new play Frost at Mid- 
night ... A For Angel, B for Bed farce 
debuts at New Lindsey, 


London Calendar 


Feb 20-Master_ of Santiago- 
Lyric, Hammersmith, .. Feb 27-Subway 
in Sky-Savoy...Mar 4-Edwige Feuillere 
Company-Palace...Mar 5-Anthony & 
Cleopatra-Old Vic...Mar 14-Iron Duch- 
ess-Cambridge..Mar 28-Damn Yankees- 
Coliseum, 
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GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


TALENT SCOUT... Paula Stewart and Jimmy Mitchell of Three Penny Opera and Eileen 
Ryan of The Iceman Cometh picked by Shalit, News, as just a few of the talented 
young people who aren't getting a crack at the big time onTV because of network 
myopia, 


COLUMN TIPS...Martha Raye may do Annie Get Your Gun at the City Center, hears Kil- 
gallen.... Thelma Ritter may drop out of New Girl in Town, whispers Farrell... 
One of Broadway's newest stars won't do interviews until late afternoon because 
"He needs the sleep'"', reports Wilson... Don Ameche owns 50% of Holiday for Lovers 
notes Winchell. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Judging from two plays this season, Watts, Post, deduces that the 
stage is happier when it doesn't take science fiction seriously, A Visit to A Small 
Planet, he adds, deserves to the surprise hit it turned into... Playwrights are per- 
haps the only ones who can get back some of the money they spend on psychoanaly- 
ists, signs Chapman, News. He he were a head-shrinker, critic would take his fee 
from dramatists in percentages, instead of straight fees...Holiday for Lovers was 
cheered by Considine, Journal American, as a fine, clean show for everyone that 
should run until taxes are declared unconstitutional, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... Times letter writers disagreed with paper's con reviews of two 
off-Broadway shows-Mrs, Patterson and A House Remembered, .. Freedom of the 
press seems over-extended to a C,D, subscriber when drama departments use 
valuable space to let actresses blast off at critics. 


SECOND GUESSES... The Potting Shed seems to Watts, Post, a drama of rare fascin- 
ation and absorbing interest. A combination of intellectual suspense drama and 
scourging contemplation of inner spiritual conflict, it is at once enthralling, sen- 
sitive, disturbing, darkly beautiful and curiously moving... Donnelley, World Tele- 
gram & Sun, would like some questions on The Potting Shed more fully answer- 
ed in the script. It seems to the critic that Greene sometimes fails to exploit the 
emotional possibilities of his situations, and that there is a certain lack of pro- 
portion in the amount of time he spends getting to the heart of the matter, and the 
speed with which he disposes of things once he gets there. 


INTERVIEW- HI-LITES...Be kind to Broadhurst Theatre night stage doorman Reichard 
Reich, warns Beckett, Post, to unemployed actors, Reich's play The Tin Cup, now 
being presented in Dallas, will be on Broadway this year, Two of Reich's plays 
were presented by Reinhardt in Vienna, He has been doorman, or rather "stage 
custodian" as he likes to be called, at the Broadhurst since he arrived in US 12 
years ago... Cyril Ritchard, Visit to a Small Planet, is glad that no benefits are 
booked for his show, he told Williams, Post, These people pay $100 for a ticket 
and an actor simply can't give $100 worth, he can only give 100%. 


TIMES RUMOR.,. Though the report was recently denied, Kilgallen, Journal American 
repeats that when Brooks Atkinson leaves Times critic's chair, he will be replaced 


by Clifton Daniels. 
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BROADWAY 


Easter at 4th St closes this week-end 
Calvin Hoffman talks on ''The Shakespeare 
Hox" at Theatre East Feb 24... Afternoon 
Theatre presents A Doctor In Spite of Him- 
self at Tempo Feb 2?7-Mar 24,..TV play 
Messiah to be presented off-Broadway by 
authors Jack Kirby and Joseph Simon, with 
Mke Laurence... Theban Players to pre- 
sent 3 plays on Oedipus legend starting 
May 6 at John Hall Memorial Church, E 63 


ANTA will sponsor the American tour 
of the Greek play The Screwball , presented 
by Basil Logothetidis and his company, The 
sole NYC performance will be in Carnegie 
Hall May 24,..''An Evening of Lyric Thea- 
tre" will be presented April 1 only at Phoen- 
ix, consisting of 4 one act musical pieces in 
English by the After Dinner Opera Company. 


There Is No End, a new play presented 
by Anthony Palma at Finch Theatre receiv- 
ed con votes from Variety and Women 
Wear's reviewers, Script was produced and 
directed by author, Set in a German POW 
camp for Americans, play was blamed for 
wandering from subject. Script preached 
too often and too loud, Geor, Variety and 
RIA, Women Wear , agreed. 


A Box of Watercolors, a new play by 
G, Wood, presented by Broadway Chapel 
Players received a mild con notice from 
Funke, Times. An earnest enough work, it 
lacks sufficient brillance and warmth of 
heart, he summed up, 


THEATRE 


BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"Broadway in a Barn" by Char- 
lotte Harmon and Rosemary Taylor 
(Crowell) was rated by Hobe, Variety, 
as a lively and illuminating account, 
with plenty of familiar names for show 
biz readers that should be recognizable 
to "civilians," Unlikely prospects for 
best seller lists, but offers readable 
and amusing fare for the trade. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 
COMMENTS 


Porgy and Bess special 3 
disc( Bethlehem) jazz version with 
Mel Torme and Frances Faye panned 
hy Wilson, Times, as low-point of the 
recording season, Score is systemat- 
ically battered and hacked at by singers 
who have practically no sense of char- 
acter delineation, and who in some in- 
stances, show little ability as singers; 
by various instrumental jazz groups, 
and by a soap-opera simplication of 
the story line, 


THEATRE 
COMMENT 


The Animal Kingdom , on NBC 
Alcoa had little chance in a 52 minute 
script, commented O'Brian, Journal 
American, Where in Philip Barry orig- 
inal characterizations were superbly 
stated, in TVscript the performers could 
do little more than batter their way to 
each dramatic point. 
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The Tunnel of Love is a funny, literate 
comedy with some of the best topical gags 
currently heard and/or seen, Sprightly cast 
and speedily directed the play offers a plea- 
sant evening of theatre to everyone, except 
probably maiden aunts and children under 
twelve. Though Tom Ewell is starred, one 
theatre-goer thought Darren McGavin turn- 
ed in the top comic performance of the eve. 


* 


Holiday For Lovers is more a string 
of gag lines than even an attempt at a play. 
Some of the one-liners are funny, but even 
more of them are not. Only George Mathews 
seems to make any attempt at a character- 
ization, 


* 


Late-comers in a new German theatre 
at Manheim will hear the dialogue before they 
are let into the auditorium at the first inter- 
mission, reports an AP story. Also, attend- 
ants will have leaflets summarzing the open- 
ing action of the play for distribution to the 
late-comers when they take their seats. All- 
in-all this seems to be one idea of new 
theatre construction that our own Lincoln 
Square theatre -planners can skip. All they 
need to do is make the new NYC houses so 
attractive and so comfortable that only a 
“cluck", to borrow a term, would be late. 


* 


Return of Adelphi to legit fold is 
second house this season to switch from 
TV to theatre, the Ambassador being the 
first. Who says TV isn't fading out? 


* * 


" PROS & CONS BY TMK " 


"Star-billing" as a term is swiftly 
becoming meaningless. In the past it 
would mean that one person would be 
featured in playbill, advertising, etc. 
Thanks to movies and TV, legit has 
finally succumbed to the multiple star 
epidemic, Hotel Paradiso will have 

4 "stars" sharing co-star billing with 
Bert Lahr. While the two remaining 
players in cast are billed as ''support- 
ing players," 


* * 


Success of the Barrault-Renaud 
Repertory Theatre in NYC, together 
with the certain success it is bound to 
have in other US cities, points up again 
the vital importance of exchange theatre 
programs, S.Hurok, with a small assist 
from ANTA, are bravely trying to bring 
the best of world theatre to US, and in a 
smaller measure to bring the best of 
US theatre to the world, but direct gover- 
nment backing of such a programon a long 
range scale is the only sensible answer. 


* 


A young suburban house-wife at 
Holiday for Lovers second night had the 
solution to the bad-notice problem, She 
simply told her husband that reviews 
for show were raves. After he had en- 
joyed two acts she told him of the diverse 
views on the comedy. 


% 


Wonder what would happen if Broad- 
way shows advertised their curtains for 
8 50 PM and really went up on time? 
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